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AT THE HEART OF 
THE STORM 


DEMOLITION 1S ABOLITION 


AN INTERVIEW WITH AFROWITALIST 


HIS INTERVIEW WAS ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN ITALIAN AS 

“Cinque domande al cuore della tempesta. Parte 2: Black 
Anarchy in the USA’; a humble offering in the midst of the 
George Floyd Rebellion to share perspectives with friends 
abroad. Months have gone by since the interview, which should 
be read as a snapshot from within the rebellion as it was hap- 
pening. While in many ways the uprising has not ended, it has 
certainly entered a different phase. 
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call America. I can see white militias on the West Coast taking 
land, state preserves or whatever, and establishing something 
there. Hopefully not a civil war, but it seems to be very likely 
on some level. This partially depends on how the election goes 
and what Donald Trump decides to do. There will be more ri- 
ots—this is only the beginning of the storm. What comes after 
this will be even crazier than what we’ve seen. These contradic- 
tions can’t be sustained all at once. The pursuit of exorbitant 
wealth at the expense of human life, human well-being, and 
human fulfillment will not last. 


People have tasted their power. Money is a myth. “White peo- 
ple” are devils. The electoral process is delegitimized. The 
Democratic Party has no response to this crisis. The youth 
are not looking for leadership from nobody but themselves. 
They’re not looking for leadership from the black left, or who- 


ever the fuck comes around with a megaphone. 


What I see on the horizon: a balkanization of America’s terri- 
tory, and different factions holding different territories. Prob- 
ably some sort of secession. 


I'd like to add that the United States government doesn’t have 
the political will, nor the desire to meet people’s needs or de- 
sires. Covid has created a situation in which people are now 
thinking about gardening and hard trade skills, such as carpen- 
try. We may see the return of local production of the necessities 
of life. This reminds me of projects like Cooperation Jackson, 
Rojava, and the Zapatistas. At a time of massive unemploy- 
ment, evictions, Covid, and climate change, somehow people 
will have to meet their own needs. This means being able to get 
goods, and being able to transport those goods to each other. 
I could see this happening within a balkanization of America’s 
territory, between different partisan factions. People will have 
to figure out new ways to obtain resources and to live the good life. 


Are we seeing the rise of a new “abolitionism”? Is the 
insight that “you cannot abolish the police without 
abolishing capitalism” widespread today? 


We definitely see the grounds for a genuine abolitionism—an 
intense desire to abolish the current state of things in America. 
Some see this as a process of defunding the police. They say 
this way the police won’t have the funds to suppress black re- 
volt. Others see this as a process of different groups of people 
coming together to make a new world, to establish a different 
order, rhythm, and way of being. 


Defunding the police cannot happen truly without the dem- 
olition of policing in general. Defunding the police is a good 
start in a way, because it hit the mainstream quick as hell. Ab- 
olition has changed the conversation. Some municipalities will 
be partially defunding their police departments. What will 
come after that is still to be seen. Hopefully it won’t be some- 
thing worse, like more surveillance... Of course, the police are 
in revolt, some of them aren’t showing up to work. The po- 
lice in America are a political force unto themselves, with their 
unions. So it’s going to be a challenge. Defunding won't be 
enough. There will have to be a movement for the abolition of 
policing, which also means the demolition of capitalist social 
relations and what is currently the United States. This ground- 
swell of genuine abolitionism and a desire for a new world has 
nothing to do with the institutional left or activism. It’s a gen- 
eral feeling... “let’s tear this shit down.” 


Some insurrections may last weeks or months, whereas 
others quickly succumb to repression, fatigue, electoral 
recuperation, or simply an absence of any path forward. 
What do you see on the current horizon? What is irrevers- 


ible? 
The economy has continued to tank. I feel like maybe, in the 


context of Covid and climate change, America is over. I can see 
on the horizon some level of balkanization for this territory we 


8 


Tragically, in the USA a black person is killed by the po- 
lice every 28 hours. Why now? Why at this time did the 
killing of George Floyd ignite an insurrectional process? 


The uprising after the assassination of George Floyd did bring 
about an insurrectionary process, but to be honest I think 
Covid provided a context in which the motivations to act were 
already present. 


Up until April of this year, before Covid, it was a bit of a dark 
age in America. Massive gentrification, black working class 
people kicked out of the cities and driven out to the suburbs, 
or as we call them the hinterlands. I think the context of the 
George Floyd insurrection and the process that has come from 
it has laid waste to certain legitimacies— the Democratic Par- 
ty, the myth of the black leadership in America... It’s like we 
have free-reign. Covid provided the context for the George 
Floyd rebellion to spread throughout the US. 


If you go back and see it as a historical continuum stretching 
back to the response from the brothers and sisters out of Fer- 
guson, Missouri, it looks similar. Similar in the way that they 
rose up— low-scale rioting at QuikTrip, common space, people 
coordinating in cars. We see these same car tactics now in At- 
lanta, Chicago, anywhere there is massive looting. So it didn’t 
come out of nowhere. The rebellion was already here. White 
society in America is really repressive. 


So, Covid provided the context for the George Floyd rebel- 
lion to ignite an insurrectional process because now we have a 
certain generalized experienced of suffering. It’s affecting more 
people than just the black community—this is affecting every- 
body, all around the world—rich, white, black or poor. So we 
have a generalized dispossession, a blackening of America. This 
is the context that gave rise to the George Floyd insurrection, 
with the events in Ferguson prefiguring strategies being used 


on the ground by the people. 


It seems that the counter-insurgent response by the 

ruling class has mobilized both a narrative of “white 

anarchists” and “outside agitators,” while also engaging 
in spectacles of “good will” such as kneeling officers, actors 
pretending to be Black Panthers, etc. Which of these tech- 
niques has been most effective, and which haven’t panned 
out? 


I feel like the greatest tactic that has been used so far, outside 
of the trope of the white anarchist, has been the outside agita- 
tor. In some places this has been highly effective—the moth- 
erfuckers coming from out of town or whatever, and fucking 
shit up without the “permission” of the community. But what 
they mean by “community” is those who have been self-legit- 
imized as the leaders of the movement. However, we live in a 
new day and a new time. This is the time of black anarchy. It’s 
complete. Nobody’s in control. There is no black leadership, 
black leadership is a myth. It’s a myth of counter-insurgency in 
the imaginations of white liberals. In those places where this 
trope hasn’t been so strong, the counter-insurgency has had to 
fall back on just a hyper-militarized police presence and things 
of that nature. 


America is a racist society. The whole trope of outside agitator 
was created around Jamil Abdullah Al-Amim (formerly known 
as H Rap Brown), who’s a political prisoner currently—it was 
created out of him, they say, agitating people to riot. They 
call it the “H Rap Brown law”. These tactics are nothing new 
and the people are learning fast. That’s the thing about social 
media. It has shaped our attention spans and our minds. The 
speed at which people can share and learn new information 
has significantly shifted. The outside agitator myth has been 
greatly combated. Shit—nothing’s really working that is com- 
ing from the state. 


If anyone tries to assert themselves as a spokesman for the 


movement, there is an instant de-legitimizing of this person 
within the revolt. The revolt doesn’t see any leaders. The revolt 
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doesn’t value particular personalities or individuals. This is lit- 
erally a wave, a black wave of anger, and love, and joy. Mother- 
fuckers are looting, and trying to figure out a different world. 
People have a lot more time to think about this in a different 
way. Next month, unemployment is supposed to end and for 
the last three months, motherfuckers have been getting more 
money from unemployment than they have from working at a 
job. These contradictions cannot sustain themselves. You can 
be at home collecting $600 every week, versus the $400 every 
week from working at a job that you fucking hate, that pays you 
shit. People’s standards have changed. This should also be con- 
sidered within the counter-insurgency as well, because Trump 
is trying to buy an election. 


Statues are falling. A country founded on civil war, 

genocide, and slavery is trembling. People are chant- 

ing, “500 years.” Is such discourse widespread within 
and beyond the black community? 


On some level yes, but not at the same level for everyone. For 
those 6 days, from May 30 to June 3, 4, 5, something like that, 
time was abolished, and there was no activists. Even so, there 
was still the historical knowledge that America was founded 
on slavery, that the police are directly descended from slave pa- 
trols, and that Turtle Island was colonized by European capi- 
talists and conquistadors. This is definitely within the memory 
of black people on the ground. America is not a nation—it’s 
an Empire. So shit, motherfuckers say knock everything down. 
Symbolically, people knocking down these racist monuments 
is a way motherfuckers is saying “America is next”. The prison 
system is like a monument. Mount Rushmore. Here, in Atlanta 
GA, we got a confederate monument blasted onto the side of 
Stone Mountain. The idolatry of America is white suprema- 
cy. So the decolonization of America will be the abolition of 
whiteness, of capital, of totalizing capitalist social relations. 
On some level, this discourse is pretty prevalent in the black 
community. 


